142                 The Mahabharata: A Criticism.
was the most difficult to be disguised.    Strong in her
virtue and possessed of courage, she dressed herself as a
Sairandhri, or a servant girl, a class of which we have
no idea now, and being seen wandering without em*
ployment by Sudeshna, the wife of Virata, was taken up
by her.   The entry of five new men and a woman into
Virata's service ought to have  raised  suspicion, but
probably they took up their duties at different times
and Arjuna's disguise as a eunuch was the least ex-
pected and the least likely to be detected, for eunuchs
are usually tall and bony.   Thus they passed almost the
whole of their period of incognito^ when an event raised
suspicion about their character. Virata had a commander-
in-chief by name Kichaka, who was a Suta by caste and
%vho had maiiy of his castemen in his service also called
Kichakas, probably that being their family name.    They
were all athletes and the head of them wielded very real
power in Virata's kingdom.     He treated himself as
the brother of Virata's queen Sudheshna, though In
reality she was the daughter of the King of thi Kaikeyas.
Seeing Draupadi one day in attendance on the queen
his lust was excited, and as she rejected his amorous
offers he succeeded in inducing Sudeshna to send her
to his house on some pretext.   Sudeshna asked Sai-
randhri to bring a cup of wine for her from Kichaka's
house, and suspicious though she was she had to go.
It is needless to say that Draupadi  resisted personal
violence and giving a strong back push to the villain
ran p to Virata's court for redress.    Kichaka enraged
apd abashed at being thrown down pursued her, and
as she stood in the royal presence seized her by the